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ised in those days. Yes I knov 
,o places like that ? But woi 
\ave gone to see Lee in "Nig) 
’hantom" , Price in "Evils of C 
'The Crawling Hand'V'King Kor 
;illa" etc, etc? No matter whi 

smell? 1 did. 

lack to the f ilm . . . Doesn ' t M: 
look superb in Black & White 








Above is the synopsis for Ms. Steele's 
next out ins "'In Angelo Per Satana” 

The still at the right is from that 
film alsofAntonio De Teffe sculpting 
the statue). The discovery of an evil, 
ancient statue leads to Steele appar- 
ently being possessed by the spirit 
therein .Though she only appears as 
Harriet in this. it's really another 
dual role-the 'normal' & the possessed 
;!t just proves that Steele is far more 
interesting S, enjoyable as the 'nasty' 

"La Sore! la Di Satana" ( 1965 ). released 
in GB as "Revenge of the Blood Beast". 

Bond rip-off "The Ex terminators" , wh ich 
featured the least interesting of the 
spies-Coplan-even poorer than Matt 
Helm(honestly) . 

In the mid 18th century, the little 
Transylvanian town of Vaubrac is rav- 
aged by the avil of a monstrous witch 
-Vardella. Their emotions triggered by 
the murder of a helpless child, the 
populace descend upon the witch's lair 
drag her forth to be tortured and then 

chair that stands by the grim lake 
nearby. But their hopes of thus exor- 
cising the Mephistophelean being in 
their midst are not to be realised - 
they have omitted to consult with the 
Count Von Heising. Transylvania's ack- 
nowledged expert in the matters of the 
dark world. as to the exact ritual of 
exorcism. Before she is so hideously 
drowned, Vardella puts a foul curse on 
the townsfolk involved, and on their 

Some 200 years later, a young honey- 
moon couple, Phillip and Veronica, a 
touring fie area of the Carpathians, 
find themselves in Vaub: »c for the 


night. Here they meet Count Von Heising 
's great, great, great grandson, a dodd- 
ering old man who seems both very ecc- 
entric & obsessed with the traditions 
of devilry & vampirism for which Trans- 
ylvania is justly famous. Dismissing 
him as a harmless old buffoon, the 
couple set off again next morning. 
just outside Vaubrac, a strange force 

car, drawing it inexorably towards the 

edge & submerge beneath the dark waters 
...a passing truck driver rushes to the 
rescue, and pulls two forms from the 
water-those of Phillip and a hideously 
deformed crone who we instantly recog- 
nie as Vardella...! 

a trail of terror and bloodshed stalks 
the community -a carnage which is only 
halted by the efforts of Phi 1 1 ip, who ' s 
desperate to resurrect his wife from 
the world of darkness into which she 
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THESE EYES 


f ' LA MASCHERA DEL DEMON IO (I talv 60)D:Mario BAVA . ( Asa/Kat ia ). 

AKA: "Black Sunday ", "Mask of the Devil”, "Mask of the Demon" , "Revenge of the 
Vampire" , "House of Fright", "Le Masque Du Demon", "Mask of Satan", "Die 
Stunde Wenn Drakual Kommt" . 

’ PIT AND THF. PENDULUM" ( USA 61)D:Roger CORMAN. (Elizabeth Barnard Medina). 
' L'ORRIBILE SEGRETO DEL DOTTOR HICHCOCK " ( I talv 62)D:Riccardo FREDA. (Cynthia). 
AKA : "Horrible Secret of Dr Hichcock" , "Terror of Dr Hichcock" , "Horrible Dr 
Hichcock" , "Raptus" , "Raptus, the Secret of Dr Hichcock" , "Terrible Secret 
of Dr Hichcock". 

" LO SPETTRO " (Italy 62) D :Riccardo FREDA. (Margareta) . 

AKA: "Lo Spettro de Dr Hichcock" , "Spectre” , "Spectre of Dr Hichcock" , "Ghost" . 
" LA DANZA MACABRE " ( I talv/France 63)D:Antonio Margher iti . (El izabeth Blackwood). 
AKA : "Danse Macabre" , "Terrore" , "Terror" , "La Lungha Notte Del Terror ", "Long 
Night of Terror" , "Castle of Blood" , "Tombs of Horror" , "Coffins of Terror 
"Castle of Terror", "Dimensions in Death". 

" 1 MANIACI" (Italy 63) D:Lucio FULCI.(?). 

AKA: "Maniacs” . 

" I LUNGHI CAPELLI DELLA MORTE” ( I talv/France 64)D:Antonio Margherit i . (Mary) . 

AKA: "La Sangliante Sorciere” , "Long Hair of Death". 

' CINQUE TOMBE PER UN MEDIUM " ( I talv 65 ) D :Massirao PUPILLO . ICleo Hauff). 

AKA: "Five Graves for a Medium", "Terror-Creatures From the Grave" , "Cemetery 
of the Living Dead". 

' AMANTI D ' OLTRETOMBA " ( I talv 65)D:Mario CAIANO . (Muriel/Jenny ) . 

AKA : "Lovers Beyond the Tomb" , "Orgasmo" , "Orgasm" , "Outre-Tombe" , "Night of the 
Doomed", "From the Grave" , "Faceless Monster” , "Nightmare Cast 1 e" , "Night 
of the Damned”. 

" UN ANGELO PER SATAN A" ( I ta lv 65 )D:Carai 1 lo MASTROCINQUE . (Harriet) . 

AKA: "An Angel For Satan". 

" LA S0RE1.1.A PI SATANA" ( Italy 65)D:Michael REEVES . (Veronica ) . 

AKA:"Sister of Satan” , "Revenge of the Blood Beast" , "She-Beast” , "Satan ' s 

" CURSE OF THE CRIMSON ALTAR " (GB 68)D:Vernon SEWELL . (Lavin ia ) . 

AKA: "Reincarnation", "Crimson Cult", "Crimson Altar" . "Dreams in a Witch House 
"Spirit of the Dead". 

" CAGED HEAT " (USA 74 )D: Jonathan DEMME . (McQueen ) . 

" THE PARASITE MURDERS " (Canada 74)D:David Cronenberg . (Betts ) . 

AKA: "Shivers", "They Came From Within". 

" PIRANHA " (USA 78)D:Joe DANTE. (Dr Mengers) . 
raiLEHX_SSBEAM"(USA 79)D:Denny HUNT ■ (Victoria Engels). 




Get in on this fantastic plot to control 
the World’s wealth ... put your financial 
future in the evil grasping hands of 

Dr. “G” and the BIKINI MACHINE 

It turns out bouncing 
broads, beautiful babes 
and bundles 
and bundles 


VINCENT PRICE 
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AIP still had the old "Pit ft the Pend- 

to fine effect here. Vincent hams it up 
even worse than usual as he leers over 
his victim and the pendulum swings. 

The film winds down in its last 20 min- 

tend to make you forget that the first 

Funicelio ft HarveytErich Von ZipperlLem 
-beck. who appeared with Frankie Avalon 
in a beach movie every other Sunday, 
make fleeting guest appearances. 

Whilst still making the first Dr G.AIP 

"Professor Goldfoot for Pres ident" . once 
again to star Price ft Hart. This idea 
didn't last long. AIP changed their mind, 
filming would now start in March 1966 
on "Dr.G and the S. Bomb”. the first of a 
series featuring Dr.G in the World's 
capital cities(well Par i s , Rome, Hong 
Kong, Manila & Honolulu) -again though 
the plans never reached fruition. "Dr G" 
was the first film to cost AIP more 
then a million dollars, the sequel, when 

"Dr. Goldfoot and the Girl Bombs" / "he 
Spie Vengono Dal Semi Freddo",was a 
co-production between AIP and Italian 
International Films. 

Doctor Goldfoot builds bombs into his 
Robot Girls' navels , primed to explode 
near NATO Genera 1 s, which is supposed to 
lead to a war between the Americans ft 
the Soviets. 

Fabian takes over from Frankie Avalon 



make 'em like her anymore!' could've 
been written with him in mind. This is 
lowest common denominator stuff, saved 
from being a total loss by the pres- 
ence of Price.lt also relies, even 
more heavily than 'Bikini' on those 
terrible speeded-up sequences. Mario 
Bava.the director, had already made 
some good films, and was to go on to 

a slight hiccup on the way. 

"The Amazing Dr G",a co-production 
between Italy ft Spain, had nothing to 
do with the series, its Italian title 
"Due Mafiosi Contro Goldg inger" , g ives 
awav both its origins ft blot 

"DR . GOLDFOOT AND THK BIKINI MACHINE" 

( 1965) .USA. AIP. 88 mins. 

Prod J. H. Nicholson, S.Z.Arkoff 

Dir Norman Taurog 

S/play. .Elwood Ullman, Robert Kaufman 

Story James Hartford 

CAST: 

Dr. Goldfoot Vincent Price 

Craig Gamble Frankie Avalon 

Todd Armstrong Dwayne Hickman 

Diane Susan Hart 

Igor Jack Mu Haney 

Motorcycle Cop Milton Frome 

Robots ... Patti Chandler, Jan Watson, 
China Lee, Laura Nicholson, Sal ly Frei. 


DR -GOLDFOOT AND TH F GIRL BOMBS" 
(1966) .USA/Italy .AIP/IIF. 85 mins. 

Prod Fulvio Lucisano 

Dir Mario Bava 

S/playLouis M. Heyward, Robert Kaufman 

Story James Hartford 

CAST: 

Dr. Goldfoot Vincent Price 

Bill Dexter Fabian 

Amateur Sleuths Franco Franchi 




/er eager to try something different, I thought this Zucco piece would look o' 
sn more pictorial than my usual stuff. So you can follow the prose bit, it' 12 V 
lm title, date of production, director, short mention of film story/Zucco part, 
begin, Zucco was born in Manchester on 11th January 1886 and died in Hollywoc 
28th May 1960. He had a daughter (France s Zucco) , an actress who only survived 
- father by two years.) ^ Mi— ■milT~ nrmiiiPT iaf -- , -‘~ > 
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Zucco with his 'Death Ray' in 
"Arrest Bulldog Drummond" -with 

Tean Fenwick £ Georee Reeas . 



'939)Q: 

Alfret. Werker . To my mind the best of 
the three actors to play Mor lar ty . Zucco 
came across as more sinister than Henry 
'Woman in Green' Daniell,& this part wa- 
better written than Atwill's in 'Secret 
Weapon '. Moriarty was killed in all three 
of his appearances with rathbone as SH . 
He was simply reintroduced each time as 
if nothing had happened . 

" THK MUMMY'S HAND " ( 1 9401 D iChris tv Cab- 


"ARRKST BULLDOG DRUMVQND " ( 19391D: James 
Hogan. Zucco as 'Rolf Alferson' steals 
a death ray by murdering its inventor 
(USA Title :"Arrest Drummond"). 

" THE CAT AND THK CANARY " ( 1939)D:Elliot- 
Nugent. One of my favourite films of 
the 30's.Made several years before Bob 
Hope began taking the piss out of Bing 
Crosby, Zucco appears as Lawyer Crosby, 
the first murder victim. 

" THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME " 1 1939)Dir 
William Dieterle. Latighton's classic 
portrayal of Quasimodo, with Zucco as 
|_thg Procurator ' . 
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FRIGHT TO REP LY 


Paul Ketvern , 
Blandford . 

Hi lan 

The only real fault I can find 
with 'Absurd' is the artwork for the 
title on the cover, but fear not, I've 
drawn you a new one, its not perfect, but 
I'm sure you'll agree its an improvement 

Most of the fanzines around seem 
to be run by kids in their teens or 20 ' s 

that you are a bit over this, its good to 
see that its not just youngsters into 
this stuff. 

I think you were a little unfair 
on Nigel Bartlett. His zine "Yeeeuuch!", 
was one of the first, when the UK Fanzine 
scene was just getting off the ground, he 
made a valid contribution . I ' o sure you 

vast improvement though. 

Best of luck Paul Kelvern . 


Paul. Thanks for the logo.it was a hard 

I decided to use both, his on the cover. & 
yours on the ed itor ial . . . . A bit over my 
twenties?? yep, I sure am, 39 last August. 

1 don't think I was unfair on Nige, issue 

2 made my thoughts clear ... besides I'm 
not averse to nikking the odd ad-mat or 
two myself .Yes, "RV" is a big improvement 


Philip Collins, 
Leyton . 

Dear Ian, 

Thanks for the issue of 'Absurd' & 
your letter. I must admit to being a bit 
confused by the latter in a similar way, 
ironically, as you were by Stefan Jawor- 
zyn's letter. First you say "appreciated 
the 'Santo Claws' crack..." but then add 
'"'...any more you can keep"!! So, to pun 
or not to pun that is the question . Sti 11 
since it's me writing this letter what 
you receive is what you get. I'll pass 
quickly over issue 3 (how dare this man 
be so knowledgeable about so many films 
I've never even seen?ban him!). We come 
to #4... Ah, now this is more like it- a 
letter from me ! Actually its not the 
cacks that stop me getting invited to 
parties, its the bits that are still 
glued together. Since I'm after those 2 
Hollywood Babylon books I'll come clean 
& admit it's actually me in drag in the 
first pic & me first thing in the morn- 
ing in the other .Right .where 's my prizes 
then Caunce? ... Twelve kids? That reminds 
me of the Groucho Marx story , stopped in 
the street by a man who was annoyed by 
Groucho's jokes about marriage, who said 
"1 love my wife & I have 8 children to 
prove it" ... Groucho replied "I love my 


cigar . but at least I take it. out. 

An extremely thin case could be made 
for Including "Dr. Strangelove" in #4 
as Sterling Hayden plays a character 
called Jack D. Ripper. 

Sigh! You come across as a sensible, 
intelligent sort of chap most of the 
time, and then you come out with a 
ridiculously sweeping statement like 
"99% of all silent films are today un 
-watchable" . Are you really serious in 
dumping literally thousands of films 

who have been brought up with the 
'talkies' that the experience of 
watching a silent movie can be some- 
what difficult. To be seen properly 
they should be seen as they were 
originally designed ... at the Cinema, 
with' live musical accompaniment. 
Sample 'Nosferatu' , 'Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligari ' .anything of Ei senstein, 'Big 
Parade' ,' Show People', 'The Crowd', 

' Sunrise ',' The Last Laugh ', 'Passion 
of Joan of Arc '.any Buster Keaton, not 
to mention Griffith, C B DeMille etc, 
To be able to tell a whole story with 

All the best Philip. 


Philip. Don't mind me, you keep on 
punning, it's an art form. The best 
I've seen recently was 'Samhain's' 

"Be flayed.be very f layed . . . " (ouch) . 
You're the closest yet to the Babylon 
books, try again... I'm afraid I'm not 
changing my opinion on silents.true 
you mention some great films, I could 
name fifty without trying, but for all 
the good films, there's 99 times bad. 
Stroheim, as an example, didn ' t make 
films, he filmed books.. page for page, 
there's a difference .The silents alsc 
had wonderful directors like Michael 
Curtiz, who ignored advice that he'd 
kill someone in the flood scenes in 
"Noah's Ark", carried on & killed 3 
men, ah well, plenty more extras where 
they came from. The end result just 
wasn't worth it. What about silent 
Shakespeare ?(what a contradiction), 
didn't stop them making hundreds wit: 
no dialogue, try watching Asta Niels*; 
in "Hamlet"(1920). "Cinderella" was 
made 27 times as a silent, the only 
one worth watching stars Krazy Kat . 
I'll call a halt there, I, like you, 
have great respect for what was done 
without dialogue, but "99% of all 
silent films are today unwatchable" . 
I'll stick to that statement .. .Even 
Charlie Chaplin made some crap. 


David Barraclough , 
Cambridge. 

Dear Ian, 

Thanks for the latest issue, I 
•eally enjoyed it. Good to see the ext- 
insive ripper coverage, particularly the 
:nd part on ripper influenced movies, 
iome nicely obscure films. I can't agree 
(ith the opinion on 'Pandora's Box', but 

The Ruling Class' a good many years 
igo & remember enjoying it. But I fully 
igree about the excellent 'A Study in 
Ter w ' -very underra ted . There is also at 

" by John Miles, it's not very good 
ss you happen to like Adult Rock. 

My favourite morbid song has to be 'All 
the people I like are those that are 
dead' by Felt. Anyway good luck with the 
,ine, I think you've managed to produce 
me of the most entertaining around .How 
lany do you roughly manage to sell for 

iach issue ? 

All the Best, David. 

David. Thanks for the letter, I sell them 
11 roughly. 


1 Delaney. 
Catford. 


Thanks for 'Absurd', and some of 
ose Mexican movies really are! It has 
good mix of stuff,* being a Hammer 
fan for 22 years now.it was good to see 
them covered. Have you thought about 
covering the Italian Bond rip-offs like 
'Superdiabolicus' , 'Danger Diabolik' , 'Mr 
‘ ' , 'Krlminal ' quote : "Kriminal is typic- 
1 of Lenzi-quickly made, with hack act- 
rs, sloppy editing, uneven lighting, poor 
-ly chosen & dull sets"... Now .that 
would be a filmography to reckon with, 
how about an article on I Isa? I may 
i do it myself. 

1 . Has anybody out there ever heard of 
an Italian movie called 'The Insat- 
iables' ? 

2. Who, what, why ??? "Ultime Grida Dalla 


3. Who, what, why? 

gottin"?? 

Thanks, 


"Papaya Die Liebis 


Alar 


Alan. Yes, the Italian rip-offs will be 
covered. ..eventually. I don't think I 
could improve on the I Isa coverage in 
•Shock Xpress ' #1,& the latest "Imagin- 
ator ' ... but if you feel you can, I 'll 
print it.l. No, 2. One of those 'Mondo ' 
films, not worth looking up, I think this 
was released as "Savage Man, Savage 
Beast" over here, 3.??? 


New Zealand. 

Dear Ian, 

Enclosed is the 1st issue of 
'Violent Leisure '.not much to look at 
but hopefully you’ll get a laugh or 
two out of it. I make up for lack of 


. of 


is do: 
other people c 
myself. At the 


film & TV since bombi 
a law degree. Started up 
inly because no one else here 




mt there a: 
moment I'm helping to 
Celluloid' over here & 
trying to set up a Bad Taste festiva: 
Well censorship seems to be a lot 
lighter over here than in Britain. 
God knows that Hungerford incident 
was the salt in the wound. If you 
haven't seen "Bad Taste" yet, I hope 


the 


L. gi\ 


idea how good this film is. "Texas 
is finally coming to our screens & 
is only an RP16 which basically me; 
everyone can go . I saw the uncut vei 
ion in the States on my recent” Intc 
ication Tour 88" & I liked it a lot 
It has flaws but it still has appei 
There is a lot on video here, I'm sv 
there are titles which must be unai 
ilable to you. I have a collection 
about 400, o 


t.I'i 


'Ne» 


Statesman' at the moment the episo 
where Rik Mayal turns an anti-porn 
raphy statement into a smutty sex 
book. Great stuff. I'm a big fan of 
British TV, mainly because our own eff 


lathe 1 


1 of i 


part thriller called 'Out'? I think 
Euston Films made it. Also do they re- 
play the Hammer House of Horror ever’ 
Hope to hear back from you soon, your 
scummy postal workers are off their 
asses now. Keep in touch. Ant. 

Ant. I've printed the edited highli- 
ghts of your letter in the hope that 
you get some response from over here 
Your mag is one of the funniest I've 
ever read ... .anyone interested ? see 


' Absurd ', great name, but as 
Stefan Jaworzyn says, the logo is 
little on the disappointing side, 
tatty. "Raw Virus” will no longer 
I've decided to go back to 'Yeeeuuch!' 
but in a much bigger & better way.RV 
can be looked upon as a role model 
for ' Yeeeuuch ! 'All the best with ' ab- 
surd’, an amazingly detailed zine, des- 
erves all good things. Nige. 
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CATCHLINES 

"LOS MONSTRUOS” QUE USTED MAS 
ODIA . . . JUNTOS FOR PRIMERA VEZ ! ! 

* * 

SI ES USTED NERVIOSO ... NO VENGA ! ! 
SU MEDICO LO PROHIBE ! ! 

PANICO ! ! . . . SUSPENSO ! . . . EMOCION ! ! 
Y TERROR ! ! 





RADIO SPOTS 




La repugnante BESTIA DE LA LAGUNA 
SECA, FRENTESTEIN el caddvor resucitado, EL 
HOMBRE LOBO y LA MOMIA juntos por pri- 
mera vez en una pelicula cmocionante con EVAN- 
GELINA ELIZONDO y CLAVILLZO pronto en 

el rine “EL 

CASTILLO DE LOS MONSTRUOS." 


“EL CASTILLO DE LOS MONSTRUOS con los 
seres mds horripilantes del mundo juntos por pri- 

mera vez en esta pelicula de PANICO SUS- 

PENSO . . . EMOCION y TERROR, con EVAN- 
GELINA ELIZONDO y CLAVILLAZO pronto en 


Si es usted nervioso . . . Si es usted ddbil ... si 
es usted miedoso no VENGA A VER la mas horri- 
pilante historia del cine Mexicano "EL CASTILLO 
DE LOS MONSTRUOS” ... con EVANGELINA 
ELIZONDO y CLAVILLAZO pronto en el cine 






LOS SERES MAS HORRIPILANTES DEL 
MUNDO, JUNTOS POR PRTMERA VEZ ! 

★ * 

La repugnante “BESTIA DE LA LAGUNA 
SECA!" 

■‘EL MURCIELAGO” . . . sediento do sangre! 
“FRENTESTEIN" . . . cl caddver resuciladu! 

“EL HOMBRE LOBO" . . . Bestial! 

“EL GOR1LON" . . . sanguinario y diabdlieo! I 
“LA MOMIA" . . . Una pesadilla de ultratiiml>a! 










C3I-- Si-AYS 
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■"his is a classic. A 'theme' song from 
a very strange film. Sung by Lon Chaney 
Junior , you' 1 1 never hear a finer song 
After painstaking research, the words 
were finally brought to light by two 
couples working tirelessly for days on 
end, namely Mr & Mrs Philip Godfrey and 
Mr & Mrs Ian Caunce. I think Phil & I 
both appreciate, our wives spending the 
time(& the earwax) in getting these 
words verbatim. Here it is, I hope you 
all appreciate: 

THEME FROM " SPIDKR BABY " 
SUNG BY I .OI\ CHAN] JY JR. 


Fiends and Ghouls 
And Bats and Bones, 

A vampire's bite, 

Better beware heh heh heh , 
There's a full moon tonight. 
Cannibal spiders 

And boys and ghouls 
Having a ball. 

There's Frankenstein, Dracula 



Mix in seven legs 

From an eight- legged beast 


For a cannibal feast. 

Sit round a fire 
With this cup of grue, 

A fiend and a werewolf 
On each side of you . 

This cannibal orgy 
Is strange to behold. 

And the maddest story ever told ! 


They don't write 'em like that anymore 

ever. director Jack( 'The Terror ' , 'Blood 
Bath', 'Fear Chamber ', 'House of Evil', 
'Incredible Invasion ', 'Portrait in 
Terror’IHill assembled several 'name' 
stars from the world of the weird film 
Besides Chaney Jr, Carol Ohmart & Sid 
Haig, we got Man tan ( 'Birmingham Brown') 
Moreland-star of 'Flying Serpent ',' The 
King of the Zombies Strange Case of 
Dr .RX' , 'Phantom Killer' . 'Revolt of the 
Zombies' .Moreland was one of the only 

liehts.What an achievement in 1946 to 
have 2 films with his name in the 
title :"Mantan Messes Up",''Mantan Runs 
For Mayor”. I think the man deserves an 
article . 


Additions and corrections to articles 
in past issues of 'Absurd'. 

” JACK TH F._R I PPER " : 

Omitted from the article were "Le 
Nosferat”( 1976) a belgian film that 
apparently mingled Jack & Nosferatu. 
"Wolf in the Fold" (1967) A 'Star Trek' 

the UK. (It was first shown on 22nd of 
December 1967 in the USA) . 

During a relaxation break the crew of 
the Enterprise visit a planet where 
violence has been abol i shed . Soon afte 

the planet's high priestess is killed 
is the villain uncovered .. -None other 
than the spirit of Jack the Ripper. 
Bones injects everyone with a tranqu- 
ilizer & the spirit is tricked into 
the transporter, from where its atoms 
are scattered all over space. 

I refuse to add 'Dr. Strangelove' to 
the list, never mind one of the chara- 
cters being called 'Jack D. Ripper'. 
There are though several films that 
have the 'Ripperish' feel to them. but 
only in the atmosphere of the films, 
not the actual rippings. 

"East of Piccadi 1 ly" ( 1940) , directed 
by Harold Huth. London prostitutes are 
being strangled by nylon stockings'. 
"Criminal At Large" ( 1932) directed by 
T. Hayes Hunter .Another mad strangler 
stalks London's prostitutes during 
his spells of insanity. 

"The Playbirds"(stop sniggering at 
the back) (1978) .The 'Chopper' (I said 
stop that laughing) is killing centre 
fold models. Best seen in its 'hard' 
porn version, the 'soft' version loses 
all continuity. A great British explo- 
itation cast in this.... Alan Lake, 
Mary Mi 1 1 ington , Wi ndsor Davies, Alec 
Mango, Derren Nesbitt, Kenny Lynch, Coz> 
Fanny Tutti.Pat Ast ley, Elsa Von Krud ! 
Directed by Wi 1 ly( look, for the last 
time.no more giggles)Roe. 

See also the letters page for one or 
two other titbits! '■ ) 
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SVNOPS I S 

Inspector Holt of Scotland Yard is specially 
assigned by a leading fir* of underwriters to solve 
a number of mysterious drowning fatalities in the 
River Thames. Five insured persons have been washed 
up at low tide during eight months and the claims 
of each have had to be met . 

Holt regards Dr. Orloff, 
head of the Greenwich Insurance Company (his first 
enquiry) , suspiciously. Orloff is well known for 
his charitable disposition. A Mister Henry Stuart 
cooes to Orloff to obtain a private loan and the 
Insurance chief, during the interview, learns that 
Stuart is not insured and after Stuart signs an l .O. 
U. and is about to leave, Orloff tells Stuart he 
would like him to visit a Home for the Blind in 
Greenwich which is run by Mr Dearborn, a friend of 
his. Stuart promises to call at the Home the next 
day. 

When Stuart arrives at Dearborn's Home he finds 
Dr. Orloff awaiting him. He tells Stuart that Mr. 
Dearborn is away on an errand of mercy and that he 
is anxious to show him the Medical Clinic he has 
presented to the Home. They mount the stairs and as 
Stuart enters the Clinic, he is confronted by a huge, 
monstrous creature grasping a strait- j acket . The 
door closes and piercing screams emanate from the 
interior of the room. Later Stuart's body is found 
washed up in the lower reaches of the Thanes, and 
Holt is summoned before the body is removed to the 
Mortuary where Diana, Holt's daughter, identif ies the 

Through scientific deduction and the research 
work of Police Chemists Holt knows that the man was 
drowned in fresh clear water and his body later 
dumped on to the mud, for the victim's lungs and 
stomach contain no traces of river water or mud. 

Back at the Greenwich Insurance Offices, Holt 
finds Orloff in conversation with Grogan, a crook, 
whose speciality is forgery. Holt suspects that 
Grogan has been forging the signatures to the Green- 
wich Co.'s Policies and that Stuart's death was 
caused by Orloff. He doesn't know that Grogan is 
endeavoring to blackmail Orloff, and as a consequence 
that night Grogan meets the same horrible death that 
was the fate of Stuart. 

When Orloff learns that Diana 
Stuart has been left almost penniless by her fathers 
death, he obligingly offers to find her a job as a 
secretary to Mr. Dearborn at the Blind Men's Home. 
Although Holt knows that she is in danger, he allows 
her to accept the work, as it will allow him to in- 
vestigate the case more easily. 

Mr. Dearborn is a quiet, 
elderly man whose life is wrapped up in the care of 
his blind men, and very soon Diana settles down to 
her work at the home . 

Holt is informed that Orloff is 
holding a £?0,000 Policy in Stuart's name, this, with 
his other information, completes his case against 
Orloff. They go to arrest him at his office, but find 
that he has disappeared. Immediately a hue and cry 
is started for his capture. 

Diana reads newspaper 

reports to Dearborn, and the latter is horrified to 
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The thrilling story of the terrible Dr. Orloll and his 

Scotland Yard goes "all out" to rope in London's most 
elusive murderer. 
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